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Words of Welcome 
Longest Night is a worship service that is celebrated on December 21st, the longest 
day of the year.  It acknowledges that, for many people, Christmas is a time of 
loneliness, sorrow, alienation, and sadness. This service offers a way for us to 
claim those feelings and still feel surrounded by the compassionate love of God. The 
service is also known as “Blue Christmas.” 
 
*Call to Worship 
 
Leader:  Remember the messengers of faith we have known. Let us rejoice, and give 
 thanks for their witness. 
People:  We, too, will prepare the way of Christ; we will help to level the 
 hills and valleys of life. 
Leader:  Let us hold on to one another in our hearts this day; Let us pray that love 
 may rule all of our relationships. 
People: We will weep with those who weep. We will rejoice with those 
 who rejoice. 
Leader:  God will be with us wherever we go. AMEN. 
 
*Hymn #2 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                     Blue Hymnal 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
God of love and understanding, we gather here this evening to confront 
our pain in the midst of the world’s celebration. Help us know that you 
are present with us in all of our moods and feelings and seasons. Grant 
us a taste of the hope, peace, joy, and love that you promise to all of your 
people through the gift of your son, Jesus. AMEN. 
 
 
 
 

                    

 



First Scripture Reading     Luke 14:15-24 
 
Second Scripture Reading              Matthew 11:28-29 
 
Third Scripture Reading                Revelation 21:1-7 
 
*Hymn #38  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”   Blue Hymnal 
 
Candle Lighting 
 
Leader: We light these first four candles tonight in honor of our loved ones. We 
light one for our grief, one for our courage, one for our memories, and one 
for our love.  
 
This candle represents our grief. We own the pain of losing loved ones, of 
dreams that go unfulfilled, of hopes that evaporate in despair.  
 
This candle represents our courage. It symbolizes the courage to confront our 
sorrow, to comfort each other, to share our feelings honestly and openly with 
each other, and to dare to hope in the midst of pain.  
 
This candle represents our memories. For the times we laughed together, cried 
together, were angry with each other or overjoyed with each other. We light this 
candle for the memories of caring and joy we shared together.  

This candle represents our love. The love we have given, and the love we have 
received. The love that has gone unacknowledged and unfelt, and the love that 
has been shared in times of joy and sorrow.  
 
Invitation to Light a Candle 
You are invited to come forward to light one of the votive candles which       
represents your burdens, grief, sorrows, all those things that make Christmas a 
“blue” time for you. You may speak the name or the event if you wish to do so. 
When you have lit your candle or candles you may return to your seat, stay at the 
table to pray silently, and if you wish, the pastor will pray with you. 



Leader: We light the Christ candle, remembering that Jesus Christ is always in 
the center of our lives. He hears our cries, he knows our hearts and, in the midst 
of all our thoughts and emotions, he offers us hope and healing. (Time of Silence) 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
 
Hymn #60   “Silent Night”   Blue Hymnal 
 
 
Blessing 
 Leader: Go in peace, knowing that the God whose love created this 
  world, sent Jesus into the same world to be our friend,            
  companion, and Savior. The light shines in the darkness, and 
  the darkness has never put it out! 
 
 People: Thanks be to God. AMEN.  

 
Postlude     “Coventry Carol” 

     


