
Northminster Presbyterian Church 
Lessons and Carols on the Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24, 2014              6:00 P.M. 
 
Prelude 
 
*Processional    “Awake, Awake”   No. 91 Green Hymnal 
   
Welcome                 Rev. Dwight McCormick 
Welcome to the Christmas Eve worship service. Please note that while some of the                   
performances during the worship service will be excellent, they are not presented for             
recognition from the congregation, but rather as an act of worshiping Jesus Christ. As such, 
please refrain from applause during this time of worship. Musicians will be around following 
worship if you would like to share your appreciation of their God given talents. 
 
*Call to Worship                               
 Leader: Sing to the Lord a new song; 
 People:  sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
 Leader:   Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name: 
 People:  tell the good news of salvation from day to day. 
 Leader:   Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among all  
   the peoples. 
 People:  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 
 Leader:   Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. 
 People:  Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world, and those who  
   live in it. 
 Leader:   Let the whole creation sing for joy at the presence of God, who is coming. 
 People:  God is coming indeed, to judge the earth with righteousness,  
   and the peoples with equity and truth. Praise the Lord! 
 
Opening Hymn           “O Come All Ye Faithful”     No.  41 Blue Hymnal
   
First Lesson    Genesis 3:8-15;17-19                Carl Ahlm 

Adam and Eve disobey God’s command 
and disrupt the order and goodness of creation 

 
Carol    “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  (verses 1-4)     No. 44 Blue Hymnal 
 
Second Lesson   Genesis 22:15-18             Carl Ahlm 

God promises that, through Abraham,  
all the peoples of the world will be blessed 



Carol         “Soon & Very Soon” (verses 1-4)                No. 106 Green Hymnal 
 
Third Lesson        Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7        Judy Heaton 

The people who walk in darkness  
receive the promise of the Messiah 

 
Carol   “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” (verses 1,2,4)     No. 38 Blue Hymnal 
 
Fourth Lesson   Isaiah 11:1-4a,6-9        Judy Heaton
       The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse  

to restore the peace of creation 
 

Handbells     “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 
Fifth Lesson    Luke 1:26-35, 38       Lois Shroyer 

An angel appears to Mary and announces  
that she will bear a holy child 

 
Carol    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      No. 31 Blue Hymnal 
 
Sixth Lesson           Luke 2:1-7         Lois Shroyer 

Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem,  
where Mary gives birth to her child 

 
Carol     “Away in a Manger”       No. 25 Blue Hymnal 

*Handbells will begin this carol. Please join in when the organ music starts. 
 
Seventh Lesson          Luke 2: 8-16      Susan Dersch 

Angels appear to shepherds in the fields  
and announce the birth of the Messiah 

 
Carol         “Angels We Have Heard on High” (verses 1-3)     No. 23 Blue Hymnal 

 
Eighth Lesson          Matthew 2:1-11      Susan Dersch 

Magi from the East come seeking the Messiah  
and offer gifts to the baby Jesus 

 
Carol    “Angels From the Realms of Glory”      No. 22 Blue Hymnal 
 
Ninth Lesson           John 1:1-14         McCormick Family 

The Word of God becomes flesh  
and lives among us, full of grace and truth 



Lighting of the Candles 
Ushers and greeters please come forward to light the candle from the Christ candle and pass 
the flame to those seated at the end of the rows throughout the sanctuary as soon as the liturgy 
for the lighting of the Christ candle is finished. Parents and grandparents please make efforts 
to ensure that candle wax does not drip onto the fabric on the chairs and pews. If there is any 
doubt your child is old enough to hold a candle, please err on the side of caution. 
 
 Leader:  God came into the world so that none would live in darkness. 
 People: Glory to God in the highest! 
 Leader:  The light shines in the darkness. 
 People: and the darkness does not overcome it. 
 Leader:  This is the good news for all people: to us is born a Saviour, who is Christ 
   the Lord. 
 People: And things will never be the same. 
 Leader: The world has been transformed. 
 People: It is made new with hope, peace, joy and love. 
   (The candle is lit) 
 Leader:  Let us pray: 
 People: Source of light, shine in our lives and in your world with your  
   transforming power. Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.  
   Amen. 
 Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson, Produced by Presbyterian World Service & Development 
  
Carol           “Silent Night, Holy Night”     No. 60 Blue Hymnal 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory                                                “Gesu Bambino”                    Sarah Miller, Flautist  
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hollowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn   “Joy to the World!”      No. 40 Blue Hymnal 
 
Charge and Blessing 


