
   Northminster Presbyterian Church       
 Welcomes You to Worship 

April 5, 2015       Easter Sunday                            10:00 A.M. 
                              Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                               The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
                    
Prelude        “Jubilate, Alleluia!”                       WAGNER 
             
Welcome and Announcements  
                                  
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit                       “Celtic Alleluia”         O’CARROL/WALKER

                    
*Call to Worship                                          Susan Dersch
 Leader:    This is the day: 
 People:  when tears are wiped away; 
   shattered hearts are mended;  
   fears are replaced with joy. 
 Leader:    This is the day the Lord:  
 People:  rolls away the stone of fear;  
   throws off death’s clothes;  
   goes ahead of us into God’s future. 
 Leader:  This is the day the Lord has made: 
 People:  death has no fear for us;  
   sin has lost its power over us;  
   God opens the tombs of our hearts  
   to fill us with life. 
 Leader:  This is the day—Easter Day! 
 People: Christ is Risen! Hallelujah! 
   
*Hymn No. 111          “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!”                        Blue Hymnal 
 
Call to Confession                                  Susan Dersch 
 
Prayer of Confession (unison)    
On this morning of hallelujahs, we must confess how human we are, Emptier of 
Tombs. We haven’t done any great evil, but we have failed to do good when we had 
the chance. We have not intentionally hurt anyone, nor have we offered healing to 
the broken. We easily accept the witness of the angel in the tomb, but find it difficult 
to share this good news with our friends and neighbors. 
Bring us new life, Dazzling God. Where we are tired and stressed, give us the energy 
to serve your creation; transform our hardened hearts into fountains of grace;       
forgive us of all the damage we have done, and fill us with the joy of your Spirit. In 
the name of Jesus Christ, who gives us new life, we pray. 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
 Leader: Amen. 
  



Assurance of Pardon                          Susan Dersch 
 Leader:  God, our Creator, gives us new life;  
   Christ, our Redeemer, prepares a Table for us; 
   Holy Spirit, our Joy, calls us to service. 
   This is the good news: the tomb is empty, sin is powerless, death is  
   defeated forever. 
 People: On this very first day, and every day, we walk as God’s people, 
   forgiven and made whole. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
   
*Response of Praise                             

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. (sing twice) 
Cast me not away from your presence, O Lord, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Joys and Concerns                       Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
Congregational Prayer Response 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; When I call answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me. 
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. All my hope comes from God.  

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. God, the well-spring of life. 
 
Anthem                 “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”         HATTON/DOBRINSKI 
 
Children’s Sermon                      
 
First Reading Old Testament Lesson                      Isaiah 25:6-9
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
Second Reading New Testament Lesson                       Mark 16:1-8
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn  No. 113             “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!”                            Blue Hymnal 
 
Communion Liturgy (see insert) 
 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 Great Thanksgiving 
 Breaking of the Bread 
 Communion of the People 
 
 

Presbyterian Church        



Invitation to the Offering                               Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory           “The Empty Tomb”                         SMITH 
 
*Response of Praise                                                                                                               DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
May we not keep our gifts hidden behind the stones rolled across our hearts, but let 
them burst forth to bring life, to bring hope, to bring the good news of Jesus alive 
and among us! In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 302                       “I Danced in the Morning”                Blue Hymnal
                        
Acolytes come forward please 
*Bearing of the Light of Christ to The World 
 
*Benediction  
 Leader:  This is the day! Go and share what God has done! 
 People: We will go tell the good news to all! 
 Leader:  This is the day! Go and show that Jesus is alive and among us! 
 People: We will go to live the good news in our world! 
 Leader:  This is the day! Go to join the Spirit in rolling away the stones of fear! 
 People: We will go to be the good news to everyone we meet! 
    
*Postlude     “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord”         COURTNEY 

 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

**Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Thom Shuman courtesy of his website 
www.lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.  

 
Please stay for fellowship following worship. 

 
You made our worship better by being here.  

First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  
To the right as you exit the sanctuary.  

 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 
              

   
                              

  



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  
 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
  
 Leader:    The God of every morning be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 Leader:   People of Easter morning, lift up your hearts! 
 People:  We lift them to the One who has raised Jesus from the 
   grave. 
 Leader:    People of Easter’s joy, give thanks to the One who raises us to new 
   life. 
 People:  We sing our hallelujahs to the God of everlasting love. 
 Leader:    On this day of joy and hope, Redeemer of the lost, we sing our 
   praise to you…. 
   …..Therefore, we join our voices this morning with those who 
   stood at the empty tomb, as well as those of every time and place, 
   singing our Easter joy to you: 
 People:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of the empty grave. 
   Glad songs of resurrection joy are offered to you. 
   Hosanna in the highest! 
   Blessed is the One who comes bearing your steadfast 
   love. Hosanna in the highest! 
 Leader:    Holy are you, God of every day, and blessed is Jesus Christ, Bright 
   Morning Star…. 
   …...Even as we believe what we may not understand, we trust that 
   mystery we call faith: 
 People: On the first day, Christ shaped all that is good and  
   beautiful; on the first day of the week, Christ swallowed 
   up death forever; on the last day, Christ will call us to the 
   Table of the Lamb. 
 Leader: It is here at this Table, Resurrecting God, that we are fed by your 
   love…. 
   …..And when the morning comes when we are united with all the 
   saints gathered around heaven’s Table, we will lift our voices to 
   you, God in Community, Holy in One, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
  
  


