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   Northminster Presbyterian Church   
Welcomes You to Worship 

September 13, 2015   16th Sunday after Pentecost  10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
Prelude                           
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
                    
*Call to Worship                                   Jim Griffin
 Leader:    We are not our own: 
 People:  so, neither our will nor our wisdom     
   should get in the way of God’s hopes for us.  
 Leader:    We are not on our own: 
 People:  so, we should not choose what is easiest    
   or the most gratifying way to live. 
 Leader:  We are not our own, we are God’s: 
 People: so, let us choose to live for God,     
   and serve all of God’s children. 
 Leader: We are not on our own,       
   as we walk the streets of God’s kingdom: 
 People: so, as far as is possible, we will forget ourselves   
   and follow Jesus Christ. 
      
*Opening Hymn                “We Are One In the Spirit”               Please refer to screen 
 
Call to Confession                   Jim Griffin 
 
Prayer of Confession (unison)    
Spring of Wisdom, we confess that we have not denied ourselves and           
followed. We turn our backs on your outstretched hands of grace, and     
stumble into the arms of the world. We speak poisonous gossip about others, 
rather than tell of their glory as your child. We fire off words that find no rest 
until they pierce another’s heart. 
Forgive us, Rock and Redeemer. Give us speech which flows like cool water 
through another’s parched spirit; give us silence with which to witness your 
wonders; give us words to proclaim Jesus is the Christ, our Lord and our   
Savior, the One who leads us to life. 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
 Leader: Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon                           Jim Griffin 
 Leader: With gentleness, God speaks to us;  
   with graciousness, God forgives us;  
   with joy, God embraces us. 
 People: With our lips, we praise God;  
   with our words, we thank God;  
   with our silence, we find God in our hearts.  
   Thanks be to God. Amen. 
     
*Response of Praise                “Glory to the Father”     GREATOREX

       
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 
Joys and Concerns                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
  
Congregational Prayer Response 

 
I cast all my cares upon you, 

I lay all of my burdens down at your feet. 
And anytime that I don’t know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon you. 
 

Special Music    
 

Children’s Time 
  
Scripture Readings        Genesis 18:1-15; Genesis 21:1-7; Psalm 37:1-15 
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
Sermon                    “God as Laughter”       Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical)      pg. 14 Blue Hymnal 
 
*Hymn No. 379                   “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”               Blue Hymnal 
 
Invitation to the Offering                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
  
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory  
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*Response of Praise                                                                                        DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
All around us, we are reminded that we are not on our own, but our lives   
intersect with the poor, the hungry, the hopeless, our sisters and brothers. 
As we seek to follow you, may we share from the abundance you have 
poured out upon us, so all might experience your grace and life. In Jesus’ 
name, we pray. Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 263             “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”          Blue Hymnal 
 
Acolytes come forward please 
*Bearing the Light of Christ to the World 
                                 
*Benediction  
       
*Postlude  

 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

**Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Thom Shuman courtesy of his website 
www.lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.  

 
Please stay for fellowship following worship. 

 
 

You made our worship better by being here. 
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  

to the right as you exit the sanctuary. 
Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 
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