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   Northminster Presbyterian Church   
Welcomes You to Worship 

September 20, 2015   17th Sunday after Pentecost  10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
Prelude                             “Prelude and Fugue in B Flat Major”          JS BACH 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit             “I Was Glad (Psalm 122:1)”           LARSON 
                    
*Call to Worship                                      Jim Griffin
 Leader:    Our world offers many wide avenues  
   and beautiful boulevards to walk; 
 People:  Our God invites us to walk the road  
   of service and sacrifice.  
 Leader:    Our society suggests we put down our roots  
   in the shallow soil of pleasure and greed. 
 People:  Our God seeks to plant us on the banks of hope,  
   watered by the rivers of joy and grace. 
 Leader:  Our culture promotes achievement, success,  
   climbing to the top, ringing the bell. 
 People: Our God tells us if we want to be first  
   we need to go to the end of the line. 
       
*Hymn No. 403          “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                           Blue Hymnal 
 
Call to Confession                     Jim Griffin 
 
Prayer of Confession (unison)    
We confess how much we are like those first disciples of Jesus, Wisdom from on 
High. Our cravings for more and more toss us about like leaves in the fall winds. 
We boast of our great wisdom, yet do not understand your ways of peace and 
gentleness. We do not plant ourselves in your hope and grace, and so reap      
harvests of disorder and conflict. 
Draw near to us, Gracious God, and forgive us. Draw us into your tender arms, 
and teach us peace, gentleness, the willingness to put the other first, the wisdom 
to serve instead of seize, so we might bring forth a harvest of righteousness,    
justice, and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
 Leader: Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon                            Jim Griffin 
 Leader: This is the wisdom from above: God plants in us the forgiveness and 
   healing we need, so we might share the good harvest of joy and mercy 
   with everyone we meet. 
 People: Bathed in the living waters, fed by the Bread of Life, we are 
   given new life and hope. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! 
   Amen. 
     
*Response of Praise                    “Glory to the Father”        
GREATOREX       

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns                                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
  
Congregational Prayer Response 

 
I cast all my cares upon you, 

I lay all of my burdens down at your feet. 
And anytime that I don’t know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon you. 
 

Anthem         “My Song of Praise”     PRICE/BESIG

    
 

Children’s Time 
  
First Reading Old Testament Lesson                          Psalm 1 
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
Second Reading New Testament Lesson                          Mark 9:30-37
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
Sermon                           Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn No. 200                   “When the Storms of Life Are Raging”             Green Hymnal 
 
Invitation to the Offering                                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
  
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory       “Be Thou My Vision”         KROGSTAD 

      Offered by David Hapner 
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*Response of Praise                                                                                            DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
Rather than boast of all that we have and are, may we humble ourselves, as we 
offer our lives, our hearts, and our gifts, in putting others first, that they might 
discover the wonders of the kingdom of grace and hope. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn             “Standing on the Promises of God”               Refer to the screen 
 
*Choral Blessing             “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”                       Boertje 
 
Acolytes come forward please 
*Bearing the Light of Christ to the World 
                                 
*Benediction  
       
*Postlude  

 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

**Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Thom Shuman courtesy of his website 
www.lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com.  

 
Please stay for fellowship following worship. 

 
 

You made our worship better by being here. 
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  

to the right as you exit the sanctuary. 
Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 
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