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   Northminster Presbyterian Church   
Welcomes You to Worship 

November 29, 2015   1st Sunday in Advent  10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
Prelude           “O Word of God Incarnate”    Mansfield 
 
Welcome and Announcements          Carl Ahlm 
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit                      “Make Way”                      kendrick 
                    
*Call to Worship                                   Nate Smith
 Leader:    To you, O Lord, we lift our souls, longing for you    
   to come once again into our lives.  
 People:  Surely, the Lord is our Salvation.  
 Leader:    In you, O Lord, we would trust that goodness,    
   wonder, and grace are drawing near.  
 People:  Surely, the Lord is our Hope. 
 Leader: With you, O Lord, we would walk your paths    
   of righteousness and justice. 
 People: Surely, the Lord is our Way. 
         
*Hymn No. 8         “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”               Blue Hymnal 
 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle       Gary and Denise 
Molnar 
 Leader:  We light this candle in hope.  
  
 Scripture Reading:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
 Leader:  Let us pray:  
   Faithful God, out of death you bring life.  
   Renew us in hope,  
   that we may be alert to the burgeoning of Christ’s advent among us. 
 People: God of promise, God of hope,  
   into our darkness come. 
 
 
Call to Confession               Nate Smith 
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Prayer of Confession (unison)    
When we could turn to your Word, God who comes in every moment, we read 
the advertisements, believing their slick promises. When we could rely on you 
for life, we listen to those who spin truth every way imaginable. When we 
could prepare for you to come and dwell in us, we empty out our souls and 
hearts to make more room for temptations. 
Forgive us, Advent’s God. Forget our mistakes, as you pour grace into our 
lives. Restore what is missing in our faith as you fill us with your justice. Turn 
our faces towards your Steadfast Love, Jesus Christ, so we might be ready for 
his coming to us in these days. 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
 Leader: Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon                      Nate Smith 
 Leader: How can we thank God for all the grace, the joy, the wonder which 
   has been poured out upon us? 
 People: We will walk the paths of faithfulness and hope, bringing 
   justice and righteousness to all people. Thanks be to God, 
   we are forgiven! Amen. 
     
*Response of Praise                    “Glory to the Father”     greatorex
       

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns          Julie Griffin
              
Congregational Prayer Response 

 
I cast all my cares upon you, 

I lay all of my burdens down at your feet. 
And anytime that I don’t know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon you. 
 

Anthem                  “Come To Us, Emmanuel”         besig
    
Children’s Time            Jim Griffin 
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First Reading Old Testament Lesson            Psalm 25:1-10 
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
  
Second Reading New Testament Lesson       1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
  Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
  People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                       “Leaning Forward with the God of Hope”   Rev. Judith K. Barr 
 
*Hymn No. 9                             “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                  Blue Hymnal 
 
Invitation to the Offering                        Rev. Judith K. Barr 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory   “In the Bleak Midwinter”        Holst/Rasley 
 
*Response of Praise                                                                                       doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
As we offer our gifts in this moment to you, Holy God, we pray that they 
might be used to bring hope, to bring healing, to bring new life to all your 
people.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.   
 
*Hymn No. 14                                “Savior of Nations, Come”                  Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                        “My Soul in Stillness Waits”               haugen 
 
Acolytes come forward please 
*Bearing the Light of Christ to the World 
                                 
*Benediction   
      
*Postlude       “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”             Praetorius/Bock 

 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
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