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   Northminster Presbyterian Church   
Welcomes You to Worship 

March 6, 2016   4th Sunday in Lent  10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                          The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
Prelude                  “Where Will I Shelter My Sheep”                     
                                                    
Welcome and Announcements           
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
                    
*Call to Worship                        Chuck McMahon
 Leader:    Do you feel it? God’s kingdom is beneath our feet. 
 People:  We live in the new creation shaped by God out of our  
   brokenness. 
 Leader:    Do you know it? God’s reconciling love in Christ    
   has shattered our ways of viewing people.  
 People:  No longer do we label our sisters and brothers,   
   we welcome them with open arms. 
 Leader: Do you believe it? God has made everything, including us, new, 
 People: and sends us forth to share this good    
   news with everyone! 
            
*Hymn No. 469               “Morning Has Broken”                  Blue Hymnal 

          
Call to Confession             Chuck McMahon 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
On this very day, Waiting God, we admit all the lengths to which we go so we 
might avoid you. You offer us that kingdom of joy and wonder, yet we would 
hide in places where temptation waits. You invite us to feast on your grace 
and peace, but we stubbornly refuse, because you also welcome those we call 
‘outsiders.’ We are quick to see all the mistakes that those around us make, 
but hope you will ignore our foolish choices. 
Celebrating God, before we come to our senses, we find you running towards 
us, sweeping us up into your arms, tears of grace mingling with our cries of           
confession, a mighty river washing away our sinful ways to restore us to new 
life. In Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we find no limitations on your 
grace, no reservations about your love, but a feast that overflows with       
wonder, a place we can finally call home. 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin 
 Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon             Chuck McMahon 
 Leader: God rolls away everything that stands in our way—our past, our sin, 
   our pain, our hesitation, and reshapes us into new people living in the 
   new creation. What wonderful grace. We are forgiven! 
 People: Broken, we are made whole; lost, we are brought home; 
   empty, we are filled with songs of gladness. We rejoice and 
   give thanks to God who has graced us with mercy. Amen. 
      
*Response of Praise                “Glory to the Father”      greatorex
     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen. 

 
Joys and Concerns                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II
              
Congregational Prayer Response       

I cast all my cares upon you, 
I lay all of my burdens down at your feet. 
And anytime that I don’t know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon you. 
 
Special Music           “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere”                            
         
First Reading Old Testament Lesson                       1 Samuel 1:4-20
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading New Testament Lesson              Philippians 4:4-8 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                                            Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn No. 306                 “Fairest, Lord Jesus”               Blue Hymnal 
 
Minute for Mission           One Great Hour of Sharing      Joe Stalder 
 
Invitation to the Offering                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 Offertory                            “Softly and Tenderly”                   
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*Response of Praise                                                                                        doxolo-
gy 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
May we not be like the older brother of the Prodigal son, grumbling and           
resentful of your generosity. Rather, with joy and hope, we offer our gifts so 
that others might be swept up in your loving and gracious arms. Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 302                          “I Danced in the Morning”                     Blue Hymnal 
 
Acolytes come forward please 
*Bearing the Light of Christ to the World 
                                 
*Benediction   
      
*Postlude                    “Will the Circle Be Unbroken/I’ll Fly Away”   See Insert
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

**Today’s liturgy was written by Rev. Thom Shuman courtesy of his website 
www.lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com. 

 
Please stay for fellowship following worship. 

 
You made our worship better by being here.  

First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  
To the right as you exit the sanctuary.  

 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 
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