
 New Testament Lesson     Matthew 24:36-44                                            Nate Smith       
 Leader:    Hear now what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
*Hymn No. 38                 “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”                          Blue Hymnal 
 
*Hymn No. 41                       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”              Blue Hymnal 
 
Invitation to the Offering                    Nate Smith 
 
Presentation of the Offering 
 Offertory    “For You O Lord My Soul in Stillness Waits”         MARTY HAUGEN 
                       
*Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
Our gifts seem so insignificant considering the need, so paltry when we look 
at the brokenness around us.  But in the days to come, you promise to take 
them so that others might be fed, clothed, housed, and embraced in your 
grace and hope.  Amen. 

   
*Hymn No. 29                   “Go, Tell It on the Mountain””                   Blue Hymnal 
 
*Hymn No.  40   “Joy to the World!”               Blue Hymnal 
  
*Choral Benediction                      “O Take Me As I Am”                                  JOHN L. BELL 
                  
*Postlude                 “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”           AUSTIN LOVELACE
                                         

 
 

*Those who are able  are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  

To the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 

Hope 
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                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
 
Prelude          “No Wind at the Window”                               JOHN L. BELL                              
                                   
Welcome and Announcements                   Nate Smith 
 
Introit                                    “O Radiant Light O Sun Divine”                WILLIAN C. STORIE 
 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle                             Andrew, Kristen, & Lucy Wheeler 
Leader:  Faithful God, out of war’s chaos, you bring the order of peace.  
  Renew us in hope, so that we may work toward Christ’s advent of peace 
  among all nations.  
People: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.  
    
   
*Hymn No. 92               “He Came Down”                      Green Hymnal 

 
*Call to Worship                      Nate Smith 
Leader: We may not know when, 
People: but you are coming to us, grace overflowing from your heart, 
  O God. 
Leader: We may not know who, 
People: but your hope will be shared by the least likely people, Friend of 
  the poor. 
Leader: We may not know how, 
People: but your peace will transform our angry words into warm          
  welcomes, our bitterness into cups of love, Spirit of Joy. 

 

*Hymn No. 9                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                         Blue Hymnal 
 
*Hymn No. 8        “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!”            Blue Hymnal 
          
                    
 
 

Call to  Confession (we all need forgiveness from Jesus)       Nate Smith 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession                                                                   
 
Sometimes it is hard for us to take you seriously, God of our lives.  With        
terrorism stalking us, how can we think of turning bombers into shelters for 
the homeless?  With bullies using the airwaves to threaten those around us, 
how could we not respond with anger and vindictive slights?  With our hopes 
turned to ashes, how can we become beacons of light for those in the          
shadows? 
Forgive us, God of holy seasons, and have mercy.  In the days to come, may we 
discover the grace that has always been ours, so we can share it with others.  
May we taste the sweet goodness of your love, and feed those around us.  May 
we be filled with the peace of your Spirit, so we may expect you to come in 
those we least expect, in places which surprise us, in moments we overlook, 
just as you did in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
Leader: Amen 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon (God’s forgiveness is given freely)                               Nate Smith                   
Leader: Reach out and touch the kingdom, for it is right next to you.  Breathe in, and 
  feel the Spirit of peace and hope.  Trust and believe this good news: God is 
  nearer than you might ever imagine. 
People: Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  We can set aside our              
  differences and embrace everyone. We can seek peace for all in 
  our lives, our neighborhoods, our world.  Amen. 
 
 
*Response of Praise                          “Glory Be to the Father”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen,  Amen. 
                                                                                                             

     
   
*Hymn No. 91              “Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn”                  Green Hymnal                           
            
 *Hymn No. 14                     “Savior of the Nations, Come”                  Blue Hymnal 
 
 
                                                                                   
 


