
Anthem   “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”              Blue Hymnal 
 
Second Reading                 New Testament Lesson                     Matthew 3:1-12      
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                    Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn  No. 10            “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”                      Blue Hymnal 
 
Minute for Mission                  Christmas Joy Offering                                     Carol Emerich 
          
Invitation to the Offering                 Rev. Dwight McCormick II    
Offertory                    “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel”                                         MOSER                               
                     
*Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
May your Spirit of generosity rest upon us, Caring God, so that our giving 
does not end here, but only begins to flow forth in a baptism of hope, of grace, 
of healing, and of peace to all around us, as well as those we may never meet.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 40                          “Joy to the World ”                                Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                           “Carol of Service”                                STEUART WILSON 
                   
*Benediction                                                                                       Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Postlude                   “Joy to the World”                                      Blue Hymnal            

 
 

*Those who are able  are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  

To the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 
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                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
  
 
Prelude                   “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”                     JS BACH                                 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prayer of Invocation and Lord’s Prayer (turning focus off of ourselves and toward God) 
  
Introit   “Come Now O Prince of Peace”                                            LEE  
 
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle      Jim and Cherie Lamborn 
Hear God’s promise of Peace from Isaiah 11:1-10 
Leader: Let us pray:  Faithful God, you are at work to restore all of creation in its  
  intended harmony. Give us your shalom that we may be reconciled to all 
  enemies in the peace that passes all understanding through Christ Jesus our 
  Lord.  
People: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.  
 
Hymn No. 92                                  “He Came Down”                                           Green Hymnal                            
                  
*Call to Worship                    Bill Harrison 
Leader:   In this season of bumper to bumper stress,         
  with life more crowded than the stores, 
People: God welcomes us to a feast of faithfulness, 
  where we may sit in peace and gentleness. 
Leader: In these times of rancorous rants and snide remarks, 
  with people too busy to offer words of compassion, 
People: Jesus whispers of hope for broken hearts, 
  sings carols of justice for all the outsiders. 
Leader: In these days of more and more time spent with devices, 
  and fewer moments with those who could touch us with joy, 
People: the Spirit embraces us with peace that comforts, 
  loves us with a passion beyond 140 characters.    

*Hymn No.  91      “Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn!”         Green Hymnal 
          

 
 
 

Call to Confession (we all need forgiveness from Jesus)                                    Bill Harrison 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 Goodness Incarnate, we must confess that we have not lived as your children.  
We muddy the clear waters of baptism with the detritus of walking over those 
we claim we love.  We sit in our lonely lives feasting on bitterness, when we 
could be feasting with those we are told not to trust.  We wait for all our        
desires to be taken care of by you, while you hope we would fill the lives of  
others with your grace and hope.   

Forgive us, God of this holy season, and help us to be as willing to draw near to 
others, so we might heal their brokenness, touch their loneliness, embrace 
their grief, and love them as you did when you came to us so long ago, as well 
as in these moments, in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Silence is kept for individual confession 
Leader: Amen 
 
Assurance of Pardon (God’s forgiveness is given freely)                          Bill Harrison 
 
Leader: Here is the good news: 
  speak with the whispers of hope until it silences despair; 
  sing the carols of compassion until all join in the chorus; 
  shower others with wonder and delight and join in God’s dance of grace. 
 
People: Thanks be to God.  We are forgiven!  So, let us welcome others 
  with open arms, just as we have been embraced in God’s love and 
  laughter.  Amen  
 

Response of Praise                          “Glory Be to the Father”  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen,  Amen. 

 
Joys and Concerns                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
              
Congregational Prayer Response       

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. 
All my hope comes from God. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. 
God, the well-spring of life. 


