
Anthem             “All Good Gifts”                            SCHWARTZ 
     Cody Westbrook—Soloist 
 
Second Reading                New Testament Lesson                   Matthew 11:2-11      
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                    Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn  No. 302                   “I Danced in the Morning”                                   Blue Hymnal 
        
Invitation to the Offering                 Rev. Dwight McCormick II    
Offertory                                  “Carol of the Bells”                                      ELLEN LORENZ                            
            Northminster Bell Choir       
            
*Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
We pray that with our gifts, as well as our lives, we will tell of those who are 
given voice, those who are put back on their feet, those who show us the way, 
and those who offer us grace and hope, as well.  In Jesus‟ name, we pray.  
Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 403             “What a Friend We Have in Jesus ”                   Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                           “Carol of Service”                                STEUART WILSON 
                   
*Benediction                                                                                       Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Postlude              “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”                                     MANZ          

 
 
 

*Those who are able  are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  

to the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 

JOY 
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December 11, 2016    3rd Sunday of Advent 10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
  
 
Prelude                     “Jesu Dulcis Memoria”                            CALLAHAN                                
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prayer of Invocation and Lord‟s Prayer (turning focus off of ourselves and toward God) 
  
Introit   “Come Now O Prince of Peace”                                            LEE  
 
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle                  Debbie Dodds and Marilyn Scheiderer    
Rejoice! For our Lord is coming into the darkness of oppression’s exile to lead us home, as 
we hear Isaiah 35:1-10 
Leader:   Let us pray.   O Lord, our redeemer, you lead us from languishing in          
  sorrow’s shadows into laughter’s joy over your abundant restoration. Thank 
  you that you are coming for us, to lead us home along your Way, Jesus  
  Christ. Amen.  
   
*Hymn No. 92                                   “He Came Down”                                        Green Hymnal                            
                  
*Call to Worship                           Diana Harrison 
Leader: Be patient! 
  The time is coming when  
  we will celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
People: when we will sing and rejoice, 
  dancing with everlasting joy. 
Leader: But for now, be patient, 
  as we wait in this time called Advent, 
People: when God speaks through dreams and visions,  
  and we are invited to dance  
  down the holy way into the kingdom. 
Leader: For this is Advent, as we prepare to join the world 
  in celebrating the Creator of goodness and hope, 
People: when those who limp will teach new dance steps, 
  when the voiceless sing, „Lo, How a Rose E‟er Blooming.‟  
          

*Hymn No. 464                “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                        Blue Hymnal 

          

 
Call to Reconciliation (we all need forgiveness from Jesus)                        Diana Harrison 
 
Unison Prayer of Forgiveness 
This season is supposed to be so holy, God of Christmas, yet the din of sales 
pitches turns us into cynical grumps.  As we drive down the streets, the     dec-
orations on all the houses keep us from seeing the loneliness of the        widow-
er, the strained faces of those who fear the future.  We are so                 deter-
mined to find just the right gift or card which speaks of joy, we forget that you 
came so long ago to offer justice to those who have none. 

Be patient with us, God of our hearts, as we struggle to speak for the voiceless, 
to walk with those who have lost their way, to let go of our certainty of what 
really happened to long ago, and listen to the songs of children which speak of 
that peace which really can bring reconciliation, of that grace which really can 
offer hope, of that love which really came to us that night in Bethlehem, in the 
birth of Jesus, our Brother, our Savior.   

Silence is kept for individual confession 
Leader: Amen 
 
Assurance of Pardon (God’s forgiveness is given freely)                     Diana Harrison 
Leader: Do not be afraid, but believe.  Our God is here, opening our eyes to see that 
  salvation which is ours approaching us in this season of Advent. 
People: We join our voices in rejoicing in God who is our Savior.  The One 
  who calls us blessed, is the God who forgives us.  Amen.  
 

*Response of Praise                          “Glory Be to the Father”  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen,  Amen. 

 
Joys and Concerns                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
              
Congregational Prayer Response       

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. 
All my hope comes from God. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. 
God, the well-spring of life. 


