
Anthem             “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”              DOBRINKSI 
         Northminster Bell Choir 
 
Second Reading            New Testament Lesson                               Matthew 1:18-25      
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                    Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn  No. 41                 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                       Blue Hymnal 
        
Invitation to the Offering                 Rev. Dwight McCormick II    
Offertory                            “Christmas Carol Medley”                            
    Chloe McCormick, Phoebe McCormick, Meghan Brooks, Courtney Robinson  
            
*Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
We must not take the gifts God gives to us, even the most tangible ones, and 
hoard them for ourselves.  Rather, we offer them, as well as our hearts and 
lives as offerings to those in true need around us.  This we pray in the name of 
Bethlehem’s Babe.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 56                            “The First Noel”                                             Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                           “Carol of Service”                                STEUART WILSON 
                   
*Benediction                                                                                       Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Postlude                                        “Aria”                                                        J.S. BACH 

 
 
 

*Those who are able  are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitors table  

to the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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LOVE 



 Northminster Presbyterian Church    
Welcomes You to Worship 

December 18, 2016    4th Sunday of Advent 10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
  
 
Prelude                     “Christmas Carol Medley”                            
 Chloe McCormick, Phoebe McCormick,  Meghan Brooks, Courtney Robinson 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prayer of Invocation and Lord’s Prayer (turning focus off of ourselves and toward God) 
  
Introit   “Come Now O Prince of Peace”                                            LEE  
 
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle  Elinor Morgan and Mike Blumenschein    
 Out of love for the people of God, the Lord speaks through the prophet Isaiah 7:10-14 
Leader: Let us pray.  God of hope, Prince of peace, Jubilee Judge, and Lord of love, 
  your goodness is beyond our wildest imaginings.  
  You give us more than we can think to ask, coming to us with impossible 
  possibility in the union of flesh and spirit.  
  Teach us to love this world and all people as you love us in Jesus Christ, our 
  Lord.  
People: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come.  
 

 
*Hymn No. 92                                “He Came Down”                                        Green Hymnal                            
                  
*Call to Worship                           Diana Harrison 
Leader: Come, Over-flowing joy: 
People: tip-toeing into our lives like the children on the holiest of nights. 
Leader: Come, Good News of grace: 
People: prepare our hearts to welcome you, and all whose hopes have 
  turned to ashes. 
Leader: Come, Dreamer of peace:                                                                                                     
People: so we may pour our lives and gifts into a world in need of            
  reconciliation.          

*Hymn No. 9                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                        Blue Hymnal 

          
 
 
 

 
Call to Confession (we all need forgiveness from Jesus)                                Diana Harrison 
 
Unison Prayer for Confession 
Come now, Reconciler of the nations, of our world, our lives, need your peace 
more than ever before. Come, Caller to discipleship, for we long to let go of 
our self-interest and narcissism. Come, Word Giver, for we hunger to hear 
your voice once again, ever always. Come, Servant of the poor, so we notice 
you in all those we push past in this hectic season. 
  
Come, Silence of our nights and Holiness of our hearts, and forgive us for 
turning your compassion into commercials, your joy into jingles, your hope 
into hollow words, your love into lust for the short-lasting offerings of the 
world.  May we find our way to the One born simply, born gracefully, for us – 
Jesus, the Child of wonder and life. 
 
Silence is kept for individual confession 
Leader: Amen 
 
Assurance of Pardon (God’s forgiveness is given freely)                     Diana Harrison 
Leader: We may not notice them there, at the back of the pile of presents, but it is 
  God’s hope, God’s life, God’s mercy, which are the true gifts we receive each 
  and every moment. 
People: We give thanks to our gracious God, who has forgiven us and 
  blessed us.  Amen! 

*Response of Praise                          “Glory Be to the Father”  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen,  Amen. 

 
Joys and Concerns                  Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
              
Congregational Prayer Response       

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
when I call answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; 
come and listen to me. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. 
All my hope comes from God. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise. 
God, the well-spring of life. 


