
Sermon                                               “Hope, Not Fear”                     Rev. Dwight McCormick 
 
Reception of New Members:   Gretchen Green and Shirley Hulsey 
 
*Hymn No. 17         “Sleepers, Wake!”  A Voice Astounds Us                    Blue Hymnal     
 
Invitation to the Offering                     Rev. Dwight McCormick      
Offertory                             “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                      MOSER                     
 
Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

          
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 God-who-gifts-us, you do so, not so we might have more, but so we might care 
for those who have so little; not so we might splurge, but so we might 
share.  In the waiting of Advent, may we see the wanting, and use our             
resources to fill their lives with hope, grace, and joy.  In Jesus' name, we 
pray.  Amen.  
 
*Hymn No. 14                    “Savior of the Nations, Come”                             Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                                 “Shine O Star”                                                    LARSON 
                                                                                                            
*Benediction                                                                                        Rev. Dwight McCormick 
   
*Postlude               “Sleepers, Wake!”  A Voice Astounds Us                       Hymn Tune
                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitor’s table  

to the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 



 Northminster Presbyterian Church    
Welcomes You to Worship 

December 3, 2017              1st Sunday of Advent    10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
Prelude                           “Prelude in C Major”                                          JOHNSON 
                                                                  
Welcome and Announcements                                  
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Introit                               “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”                               WOLD                              
                          
*Call to Worship                    Susan Dersch 
Leader: Now, in this holy season of Advent, we wait. 
People: For the faithful God is coming to us. 
Leader: Now, in this season of waiting, we listen. 
People: For the faithful Word speaks of good news to us. 
Leader: Now, in the waiting and listening, we watch. 
People: For the faithful Spirit is moving among us.  
 

*Hymn No. 20              “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night”                        Blue Hymnal                                
           

Call to Confession                                    Susan Dersch 
 

Responsive Prayer of Confession    
Leader:  God who is drawing near to us: we live in a world of violence, which we do 
  not condemn enough: 
People: Come to us, with your peace. 
Leader: We are filled with the best of intentions, but are unable to follow through 
  with action: 
People: Come to us, with your will. 
Leader: We are sinners, who are afraid to gaze into your mirror of grace: 
People: Come to us, with your mercy. 
Leader: Word of Flesh: 
People: have mercy; 
Leader: Friend of the poor: 
People: have mercy; 
Leader: Bridegroom of the faithful: 
People: have mercy.  
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
Leader: Amen 

 Assurance of Pardon                               Susan Dersch 
Leader: In this season of waiting, the Good News is this: mercy, new life, hope, and 
  joy are the gifts we receive from our God. 
People: Thanks be to the God of Advent, who came in the Child, who is 
  with us in the Spirit, who will come again in glory!  Amen.  
 
*Response of Praise                 “Glory Be to the Father”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns                      Rev. Dwight McCormick 
(Please use Prayer Request slip and place in offering plate to have a person added to our 
prayer list) 
 
Congregational Prayer Response       

I cast all my cares upon You.  
I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet.  

And anytime I don’t know what to do, 
I will cast all my cares upon You. 

 
Special Music                                 “A Servant’s Heart”                   Cheri Lamborn—Soloist                                                       
      
Lighting of the First Advent Candle                                     Jim and Cheri Lamborn 
Leader:  Hope is a light given by God at the beginning of creation. 

People:  Hope is the gift of God. 

Leader:  Hope is a light given by God in the teaching of the prophets. 

People: Hope is the gift of God revealed in the life of Christ. 

Leader:  Hope is a light given by God, the Son of God, the Son of Mary. 

  (The candle is lit) 

Leader:  Let us pray: 

People:  Source of light, shine in our lives and in your world with your           
  renewing hope. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
                                                 
First Reading             Old Testament Lesson                               Isaiah 64:1-9 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                                         
 People:  Thanks be to God 
   
Second Reading               New Testament Lesson                                   Mark 13:24-27  
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
   
 


