
Sermon                                                                                                   Rev. Dwight McCormick 
 
*Hymn No. 368                   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”                              Blue Hymnal     
 
Minute for Mission                    Christmas Joy Offering                                         Joe Stalder 
 
Invitation to the Offering                     Rev. Dwight McCormick      
Offertory                                      “We Three Kings”                                        HOPKINS, JR.                 
                                                      NORTHMINSTER BELL CHOIR                 ARR. THOMPSON 
 
Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

          
*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
We pray, Holy God, that our gifts might smooth the path of those who walk in 
grief, might surround the grieving with comfort, might feed the hungry, and 
bring others into places of peace and safety.  Amen.  
 
*Hymn No. 13                           “Prepare the Way”                                           Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                                 “Shine O Star”                                                    LARSON 
                                                                                                            
*Benediction                                                                                        Rev. Dwight McCormick 
   
*Postlude       Three Variations on “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”          SCHUMANN 
           GOUDIMEL 
                    JS BACH
                                         

 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitor’s table  

to the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 



 Northminster Presbyterian Church    
Welcomes You to Worship 

December 10, 2017          2nd Sunday of Advent    10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
 
Prelude                  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                 ARR. CALLAHAN 
                                                                  
Welcome and Announcements                                  
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Introit                               “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”                               WOLD                              
                          
*Call to Worship                    Susan Dersch 
Leader: Listen to what the Lord our God says to us: 
People: Peace is God's hope for us; salvation is God's gift to us. 
Leader: See what the Lord our God reveals to us: 
People: righteousness is the path to the kingdom; faithfulness is the   
  highway we build. 
Leader: Tell what the Lord our God asks us to speak: 
People: prepare God's way; the Christ is coming to redeem us.  
 

*Hymn No. 302                      “I Danced in the Morning”                        Blue Hymnal                                
           

Call to Confession                                    Susan Dersch 
 

Union Prayer of Confession    
 
We confess that whatever our fine might have been that it has been paid, God 
of Comfort, yet we still insist on earning our way into your heart.  We confess 
that you are beyond patient with us, but wish you would act quickly against 
those who hurt us.  We confess that while your word will stand forever, it is 
our words of pain and anger that cause long term harm to others. 
 
Your Messenger has come, Approaching God, crying out of your forgiveness 
and hope.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, you speak to us: not of 
punishment, but of peace; not of judgment, but of justice; not of a sentence, 
but salvation.  And we offer our hearts in thanksgiving and hope.  
 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
Leader: Amen 

Assurance of Pardon                               Susan Dersch 
Leader: Hear the Good News God speaks to you and says: 
  I love you; I forgive you; I restore you to new life. 
People: We will not ignore the fact that God comes: not to condemn, but 
  to comfort us; not to scold, but to speak tenderly to us of hope, of 
  love, of joy.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
 
*Response of Praise                 “Glory Be to the Father”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns                      Rev. Dwight McCormick 
 
Congregational Prayer Response       

I cast all my cares upon You.  
I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet.  

And anytime I don’t know what to do, 
I will cast all my cares upon You. 

 
Anthem                               “Comfort, Comfort You My People”                                                                          
      
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle                Gretchen Green and Shirley Hulsey 
Leader:  Blessed be the God of Israel, who has come to set us free. 
People:  All around the world there are wars and rumors of wars. Peace       
  appears to be a distant dream. 
Leader:  Through the prophets of old, God promised peace. 
People: Like the people of old, we too long for peace, not only as release from 
  armed conflict, but as a way of living our lives freed from fears and 
  anxiety. 
Leader:  Today, on this the second Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of   
  PEACE. May we find God’s peace in our hearts, and be bearers of God’s peace in 
  our world. 
People:  God’s light of Peace will shine on us this day, to guide our feet into 
  the ways of peace. 
                                               
First Reading             Old Testament Lesson                              Isaiah 40:1-11 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                                         
 People:  Thanks be to God 
   
Second Reading               New Testament Lesson                                          Mark 1:1-8  
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
   
 


