
   Northminster Presbyterian Church   
Welcomes You to Worship 

December 24, 2017 4th Sunday of Advent  10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
 
Prelude        “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                 MOSER 
 
Welcome and Announcements           
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit         “Light Four Candles to Watch for Messiah”                          WOLD 
                    
*Call to Worship                                           Carl Ahlm 
Leader:    O Leader from the lowly, You were born in poverty’s maternity ward:  
People:  come, so we may learn from those we ignore. 
Leader:    O Maker of haste, You did not hesitate to become one of us:  
People:  come, so we may stop moving so slowly, but run to embrace you. 
Leader: O Prince of Peace, You came with only reconciliation in your hands: 
People: come, so we might build bridges and not walls. 
Leader: O Striver for justice, You called the outcasts to your side: 
People:  come, so we may lift up the outsiders in our midst. 
Leader: O Mighty One, You set aside all power for us: 
People: come, so we may see vulnerability as the gift needed in our world. 
Leader: O Gazer upon our souls, You saw the emptiness deep within us: 
People:  come, so our eyes might be open to those who hunger, who live in 
  poverty, who long for friendship. 
Leader: O Least of all expected messiahs, You broke God’s heart to give us new ones: 
People: come, so we might bring healing and hope to those we have          
  damaged. 
         
*Hymn No. 9            “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                            Blue Hymnal 
 
Responsive Prayer of Confession                                                                               Carl Ahlm 
Leader: O God who we blame for all of our troubles, 
People: forgive us for the hurts we inflict on others in the name of love,  
  justice, family, faith. 
Leader: O Sower who scatters the arrogant in the soil of our pride, 
People: you know how we have sought to keep your joy only for our  
  families, to hoard your peace only for ourselves, to build walls  
  from our fears to keep the outsiders far from us. 
 
 
 

 
Leader: O Heart which never forgets the grace of compassion, 
People: remind us of the failed opportunities we had to offer hope to  
  those around us. 
Leader: O Granter of mercy from generation to generation, 
People: be gracious to us for not noticing the loneliness of a widower,  
  the pressures faced by a single parent, the anguished heart of a  
  teenager, the hunger of a homeless child. 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 
Leader: Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon                       Carl Ahlm 
Leader: O Beloved of the Lord, the One who came so long ago continues to draw near to 
  us, offering forgiveness and healing to all. 
People: O Healer, of all brokenness, we rejoice that your touch is  gentle, your 
  grace is healing, and your peace is forever. Amen. 
     
*Response of Praise                    “Glory to the Father”        

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns          Rev. Dwight McCormick II
              
Congregational Prayer Response 

 
I cast all my cares upon You, 

I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet. 
And anytime I don’t know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon You. 
 

Anthem       “Come, O Come To Us We Pray”              CARTER
    
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle                        Mike Blumenschein and Jerry Little 
Leader:      Love is the wick that is central to the candle.  
People:    Love is the wick, given by God. The flame that burns   
  continually. 
Leader:     Love is the wick, given by God that burns in the world. 
People:    Love is the wick given by God that burns in our hearts. 
  (The candle is lit.) 
Leader:  Let us pray: 
People:  Source of light, shine in our lives and in your world with your         
  unending love. Through Jesus in whose name we pray, Amen. 
  
 
           
  
 
                    
 
 



First Reading                    Old Testament Lesson               2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading                    New Testament Lesson                         Luke 1:26-38 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                                        Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
*Hymn No. 41          “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                        Blue Hymnal 
 
Invitation to the Offering                          Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
Offertory                          “Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming”          BENDER 
       
*Response of Praise                                                                                          doxolo-
gy 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
O Resident of all the insignificant places of our world, may our gifts be joined 
with those of our sisters and brothers to offer grace to the lonely, to bring hope 
to those who despair, and to plant peace in the fields of war and terror. This we 
pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Communion (please refer to the liturgy insert or the screen) 
 Invitation 
 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Communion 
 Prayer after Communion 
 
*Hymn No. 40                                “Joy to the World!”                                    Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                                  “Shine O Star”                    LARSON 
                         
*Benediction   
      
*Postlude                 “Joy to the World”              arr. LINKER 
  

              *Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 Please stay for fellowship following worship. 

 
 
 
 


