
Invitation to the Offering                                                                                 Jim Griffin                 
Offertory                                 “No Wind at the Window”                                               BELL                     
 
Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

          
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                                                            Jim Griffin 
May the gifts we share be from the heart, just as yours was that day, God of 
Bethlehem.  May they serve those who look for welcome, those who struggle 
with loss and grief, those who need to be blessed by hope. This we pray in the 
name of your Child, Jesus.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 23               “Angels We Have Heard on High”                           Blue Hymnal 
 
Choral Blessing                                    “Shine O Star”                                                   LARSON 
 
*Benediction                                                                                                                Jim Griffin
                                                                                                            
*Postlude                                  “The Angel King”                                                       LANZ
                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitor’s table  

to the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
 Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 

 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sunday, December 31, 2017 



 Northminster Presbyterian Church    
Welcomes You to Worship 

December 31, 2017      1st Sunday after Christmas Day     10:00 A.M. 
                         Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
 
 
Prelude                   “Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                       LANZ 
                                                                  
Welcome and Announcements                                                                              Carl Ahlm 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                                                          Jim Griffin 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Introit                            “Awake! Awake,  and Greet the New Morn”                         HAUGEN    
    
*Hymn No. 28                      “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                     Blue Hymnal 
    
*Call to Worship                                                                                                             Carl Ahlm 
Leader: In snow-capped churches, and on sand-strewn beaches, 
People: God’s people gather in joy to celebrate a birth. 
Leader: With hopes littering our hearts like wrapping paper under a tree, 
People: We offer our thanks and praise for the gift of grace swaddled in 
  love. 
Leader: With eyes wide open like little children, with hearts full of wonder and  
  laughter, 
People: We join our lives with Mary and Joseph, with the shepherds who 
  ran to tell the good news. 

*Hymn No. 31                “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                        Blue Hymnal                                
           

Call to Confession                                          Carl Ahlm 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession    
Manger-dwelling God, we heard the songs of the angels, yet we easily tune-out 
the cries of the needy; we feel the breath of our children on our faces, yet     
remain untouched by your Spirit of peace; we are surrounded by gifts as    
precious as those brought by the Wise Ones, yet have trouble sharing with 
those who are from other countries, other faiths. 
  
 

Forgive us, Grace swaddled in mystery. We believe in Christmas, help us to  
believe in you even more; we hunger for happiness, feed us on your peace; we 
long for community and acceptance, surround us with our brothers and        
sisters we find in all those, of every age and every place, who follow and serve 
alongside our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate this 
day.   

Silence is kept for individual confession of sin. 

Leader: Amen 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                     Carl Ahlm 
Leader: Born that day was grace – for the broken and bereft; 
  born that day was hope – for the vulnerable and forgotten; 
  born that day was love – for all of us! 
People: Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  We will go to tell others of all 
  we have seen, heard, experienced, and know.  Amen.  
 
Hymn No. 56 (sitting)                       “The First Nowell”                                      Blue Hymnal 
                                                                           Verses 1—4 
Joys and Concerns                                                                                          Jim Griffin                  
(Please use Prayer Request slip and place in offering plate to have a person added to our 
prayer list) 
 
Congregational Prayer Response       

I cast all my cares upon You.  
I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet.  

And anytime I don’t know what to do, 
I will cast all my cares upon You. 

 
Anthem                                 “When the Angels’ Song Is Silent”                                    BEALL                          
                                                               
First Reading—Jim Griffin         Old Testament Lesson                      Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                                         
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn No. 41 (sitting)            “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                     Blue Hymnal 
   
Second Reading—Jim Griffin         New Testament Lesson                         Luke 2:22-40  
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Meditation                                                                                                                      Carl Ahlm    
 
*Hymn No. 40                           “Joy to the World!”                                      Blue Hymnal     
 
 


