
 Northminster Presbyterian Church    
Welcomes You to Worship 

March 30, 2018            Good Friday                        7:00 P.M. 
                        Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
 
 
 
TENEBRAE WORSHIP  
The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows,” has been practiced by the 
church since medieval times. Once a service for the monastic community, Tenebrae 
later became an important part of the worship of the medieval common folk during 
Holy Week. Today we join Christians of many generations throughout the world in    
using the liturgy of Tenebrae. 
 
Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s suffering. Readings trace the story of 
Christ’s passion, music portrays his pathos, and the power of silence and darkness  
suggests the drama of this momentous day. We ponder the depth of Christ’s suffering 
through mounting darkness.  
 
 
Welcome                                                                                     Rev. Dwight McCormick II 
 
Opening Prayer in Unison 
 
Merciful God, you gave your Son to suffer the shame of the cross.  Save us 
from hardness of heart, that, seeing him who died for us, we may repent, 
confess our sin, and receive your overflowing love, in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 
*Hymn No.98               “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                      Blue Hymnal                             
   
Prayer of Illumination 
         
Old Testament Reading                                                                        Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 
 
 

Anthem                                              “All in the Morning                        Northminster Choir 
                                                           Brent Eresman, Clarinet 
 
Solemn Intercession  
Prayers for the family of God and the afflictions of the world. 
 
New Testament Reading                                                                           John 18:1-19:42  
Throughout this reading, pauses will occur with moments of silence.  Darkness will 
increase alongside the extinguishing of candles. This represents the suffering of Jesus 
and the betrayal and abandonment he experienced.   
 
Psalm 22  
 
“Were You There?”                                           Brent Eresman, Clarinet 
Removal of Christ Candle to signify the death of Jesus 
 
Paraments will be stripped and worship elements are covered with dark cloth as  
symbols of Christ’s death.  At the conclusion of worship, we will leave the sanctuary in 
silence and darkness. Please refrain from speaking to one another until you reach the 
parking lot or until several minutes after the conclusion of the worship time.  Please 
join us Easter morning at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate Jesus Christ and his Resurrection.   
    


