
Sermon                                                                                                     Rev. Dwight McCormick 
     
Invitation to Discipleship 
 
No. 357                                   “The Days Are Surely Coming”           Please refer to the screen 
 
Invitation to the Offering                          
Offertory                         “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                          MOSER  
 
Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

          
*Unison Prayer of Dedication  
Because of You, Abundant God, we have blessings to offer to others.  May You 
use our gifts to restore hope to the despairing, to feed the hungry, and to fill 
the empty hearts of the lonely.  This we ask in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
*No. 352                                     “My Lord! What a Morning”             Please refer to the screen 
 
*Choral Blessing                             “Advent Blessing”                                                          REN 
            
*Benediction                                                                                         

   
*Postlude                             “My Lord! What a Morning”                                     Hymn Tune                                                                                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 

Special thanks to Rev. Thom M. Shuman of lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com for today’s liturgies   
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand.  
 

  Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitor’s table to the right as you exit the sanctuary.   

Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 
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Prelude                                                  “Wachet Auf”                                                     JS BACH                    
                                                                       (Wake Up)   
                                                                                                                           
Welcome and Announcements                               
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit                                                 “Prepare the Way”                                              FRANZEN 
 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle                                     Terry Rigio and Lois Shroyer 
Hear God’s promise of hope from Jeremiah 33:14-16: 
Leader:  Let us pray:  Faithful God, out of death you bring life.  Renew us in hope, 
  that we may be alert to the burgeoning of Christ’s advent among us. 
People: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come. 
 
Hymn Verse                                       “He Came Down”                    Please refer to the screen 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                                         Carl Ahlm 
Leader: Because of You, Righteous God, we begin our journey to Bethlehem,   
People: trusting that You will lead us down the paths of faithfulness.   
Leader: For You, Child Jesus, we wait,   
People: on this day of anticipation and hope,  in the days of doubt and 
  worry.   
Leader: With You, Spirit of Advent, we serve,   
People: those for whom this season is not one of joy;  those whose lives 
  are empty of family and friends.     
 
*Hymn No. 92                           “He Came Down”                                        Green Hymnal                              
                                                                   
 

 
 
       

Call to Confession                                          Carl Ahlm 
  
Unison Prayer of Confession 
The chances we have to be more compassionate; the moments to offer hope to 
a lonely friend; the good fortune we could give to those who have so little.  The 
signs are all around us, Good and Upright God, of how we fail to live as your 
people. Do not meditate on our bungling ways, God of steadfast love, but       
remember the mercy of Your heart.  That mercy which forgives us; that mercy 
which makes us whole; and especially, that living mercy who came down one 
night so long ago, Jesus the Advent of our redemption.     
Silence is kept for individual confession of sins 
Leader: Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                  Carl Ahlm            
Leader: Raise your heads, children of God!  In the bleak mid-winter of our lives, our  
  redemption draws near.  In the springtime of our doubts, the kingdom of 
  God  approaches.   
People: Even when we feel most alone, the One who comes to us is the   
  salvation promised so long ago.  Thanks be to God, we are          
  forgiven!  Amen.     
 
*Response of Praise                   “Glory Be to the Father”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns                     
 
Congregational Prayer Response       

I cast all my cares upon You.  
I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet.  
And anytime that I don’t know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon You. 
   

Anthem                                                 “A Time for Joy”                                             DOBRINSKI                              
                                                            Northminster Bell Choir                                                                                                 
  
Prayer of Illumination 
                                                                
Scripture Reading              New Testament Lesson                                   Luke 21:25-36 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
   
 
 
 


