
Northminster Presbyterian Church    
Welcomes You to Worship 

December 23, 2018               4th Sunday of Advent                               10:00 A.M. 
                        Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                     The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
 
 
Prelude                                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                       MOSER                                                 
                                                                                                                           
Welcome and Announcements                               
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit                                                 “Prepare the Way”                                              FRANZEN 
 
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle                                          Bill and Cindy Chesnut                           
Hear again the Word of the Lord drawn from Zephaniah 3:17: 
Let us pray: 
Leader: God of hope, God of peace, 
  God of joy, and God of love, 
  Teach us how to love one another 
  as reflections of your light in the world. 
People: God of promise, God of love, 
  into our darkness come. 
 
Hymn Verse                                       “He Came Down”                    Please refer to the screen 
                                                             That We May Have Love 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                                         Carl Ahlm 
Leader: We come to glorify God, to rejoice in the One who saves us. 
People: God comes, so we might believe, so we might be blessed. 
Leader: Our hearts leap for joy! For God is coming to us in a child. 
People: God comes for those who hunger for hope, for those who thirst 
  for grace. 
Leader: Holy is the One who comes in God's name, who fulfills every promise of 
  God. 
People: God comes to walk with those who follow in faith, to bring peace 
  to a shattered world. 
 
*Hymn No. 9                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                              Blue Hymnal                              
   
 
       
 

Call to Confession                                          Carl Ahlm 
  
Unison Prayer of Confession 
We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God.  The very 
ones you favor?  All too often, we ignore them, or worse, fill them with          
ridicule.  The ones you knock off their pedestals?  We continue to admire 
them, seeking to emulate their ways.  The drumbeat for more and more?  We 
give into the rhythm so easily, we risk being sent away empty. 
Forgive us, Mighty God who comes in the weakness of a baby.  Look with grace 
upon us, so we might see your love shining down.  We could live secure in 
your hope, we could be the ones of peace for our world, we could learn to do 
your will, if we but welcome Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, into our hearts 
and into our lives. 
Silence is kept for individual confession of sins 
Leader: Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                  Carl Ahlm            
Leader: God passes the heirloom of mercy down from generation to generation,     
  always loving, always forgiving, always calling us to new life. 
People: As we open our hearts to God, we are filled with the joy that was 
  sung at the Birth, with the Hope that walked among us, with  
  the Grace which is always with us. Thanks be to God, we are      
  forgiven!  Amen. 
 
*Response of Praise                   “Glory Be to the Father”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns                     
 
Congregational Prayer Response       

I cast all my cares upon You.  
I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet.  
And anytime that I don’t know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon You. 
   

Special Music                         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                           LANZ                            
 
Prayer of Illumination 
                                                                
First Reading                           Old Testament Lesson                                        Micah 5:2-5a 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
   
 



Second  Reading              New Testament Lesson                                        Luke 1:39-55 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                                                                                                     Rev. Dwight McCormick 
     
Invitation to Discipleship 
 
*Hymn No. 36                              “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                  Blue Hymnal 
 
Minute for Mission                     Christmas Joy Offering                                        Joe Stalder 
 
Invitation to the Offering                          
Offertory                          “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                        arr. CALLAHAN  
 
Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

          
*Unison Prayer of Dedication  
In these moments, God who comes, remind us of those who are yearning to be 
lifted to their feet, those who hunger for hope, those who look for peace, and 
may our gifts be used to serve them.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 44                        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                 Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                             “Advent Blessing”                                                          REN 
            
*Benediction                                                                                         

   
*Postlude                                     “People Look East”                                             Hymn Tune 

 
       
 

Special thanks to Rev. Thom M. Shuman of lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com for today’s liturgies   
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand.  
 

  Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitor’s table to the right as you exit the sanctuary.   

Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 


