
 Northminster Presbyterian Church    
Welcomes You to Worship 

April 21, 2019                                    Easter                                 10:00 A.M. 
                        Ministers: Everyone in the Congregation                                     
                                             The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 
 
 
Prelude                                                    “Jig Fugue”                                            BUXTEHUDE                      
                                                
Welcome and Announcements                    
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit                                                  “Celtic Alleluia”                                              O’CARROLL 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                                        Joe Stalder 
Leader: This is the day  
People: angels bring light into our shadows, and gardeners harvest good 
  news.  
Leader: This is the day the Lord  
People: awakens us with unexpected grace, and the sun breaks out in 
  song.  
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made!  
People: The day when life triumphs over death, when love pushes aside 
  fear, when hope walks with us in every moment.  
 
*Hymn No. 113                        “Christ the Lord is Risen Today!”                              Blue Hymnal 
                                                      
Call to Confession                                        Joe Stalder 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
We think this story is so old, Imaginative God, that we cannot hear the    
astonishing news of triumph over death.   We are so afraid of our own      
shadows, that we cannot see the Light of life which is streaming all around 
us.  Convinced that there is nothing beyond these days we call life, we cannot 
sense your resurrection hope which is calling to us by our names.  
On this day of new wonders and everlasting grace, God of our lives, may we be 
glad that you have not forgotten us.  May we rejoice in the ancient promises 
which are proclaimed afresh this morning.  May we turn with our questions, 
our doubts, our hearts towards Jesus, the Gardener of grace, who call us by 
name and pours resurrection love into us.  
Silence is kept for individual confession of sins 
Leader: Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                Joe Stalder 
Leader: On this Easter, as on the first; on this day, as on every day; God turns to us, 
  calls us by name, plants forgiveness and hope in our lives.    
People: Alleluia!  This is the good news! Christ is our peace, the peace we 
  need, the peace which will heal the world. Alleluia! Christ is      
  Risen.  Amen.  
   
*Response of Praise                   “Glory Be to the Father”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Congregational Prayer Response       

  I am strength for all the despairing 
Healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 

All the blind will see; the lame will all run free, 
And all will know my name.   

Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
I have called you each by name. 

Come and follow me, I will bring you home; 
I love you and you are mine.   

     
Anthem                                                “Lift High the Cross”                                          BUSAROW                                                                                                
      (The Congregation will sing the refrain, Blue Hymnal #371) 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
                                                                
First Reading                            Old Testament Lesson                                   Isaiah 65:17-25                                                                                              
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading               New Testament Lesson                                      Luke 24:1-12                                  
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon                                                                                                      Rev. Dwight McCormick 
 
Invitation to Discipleship 
 
The Apostles’ Creed—Ecumenical—Page 14 Blue Hymnal or refer to the screen 
 
*Hymn No. 104                    “Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”                           Blue Hymnal 
 
                                  



Invitation to the Offering                                         
Offertory                                                             “Air”                                                            PURCELL 
 
Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

          
*Unison Prayer of Dedication  
As we to you, God of this morning, may we rejoice in our communities, even 
as we pray you would use our gifts to bring healing and new hope to them.   
May we delight in those around us, even as we pray you would fill them with 
the grace, the peace, the life for which they are longing.  In Jesus’ name, we 
pray.  Amen.  
 
Communion (please refer to the liturgy insert or the screen) 
 Invitation 
 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Communion 
 Prayer after Communion 
 
*Hymn No. 514                “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                        Blue Hymnal 
    
*Choral Blessing                               “Celtic Alleluia”                                             O’CARROLL 
   
*Benediction                                                                                         
Leader: We could just return to our homes and go back to life,  
People: but we will go to rebuild neighbors, and share the light we have 
  received.    
Leader: We could just stand around and wonder where Jesus has gone,   
People: but we will turn and, as he calls us by name,  follow to bring hope 
  and healing to our world.    
Leader: We could just keep quiet and not whisper a word to anyone,   
People: but we will go to tell others of the good news that Jesus is alive 
  and in our midst.      
               
*Postlude                                        “Festival Postlude”                                                 ZIPOLI    

 
Special thanks to Rev. Thom M. Shuman of lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com for today’s liturgies   

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
  Please stay for fellowship following worship. 

 


