
Sermon                              
   
Invitation to Discipleship 
 
 Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders and Deacons 
 Constitutional Questions 
 Questions to Congregation 
 Prayer and Laying On of Hands 
 Session Welcome 
 
*Hymn No. 63                        “As with Gladness Men of Old”                              Blue Hymnal 
  
 Invitation to the Offering                                         
Offertory                                     “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                               CALLAHAN 
                            
Response of Praise                                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from  whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

          
*Unison Prayer of Dedication  
May the gifts we offer bring food to the hungry, healing to the broken,         
community to the lonely, and hope to those who live in the shadows of our 
time.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.  
 
*Hymn No. 68             “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright ”                    Blue Hymnal 
 
*Choral Blessing                             “Go Now in Peace”                                                     BESIG 
 
*Benediction                                                                                         
 
*Postlude                            “As with Gladness Men of Old”                               Hymn Tune 
                                                                                                                                                                

 
 

Special thanks to Rev. Thom M. Shuman of lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com for today’s liturgies   
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 

  Please stay for fellowship following worship. 
 

You made our worship better by being here.  
First time visitors please pick up your gift on the visitor’s table to the right as you exit the sanctuary.   

Please leave your contact information in the burgundy pew pads. 
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Prelude                                               “Noel Nouvelet”                                                      WOODS       
                                                             (Sing We a Glad Noel) 
 
Welcome and Announcements                    
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Introit                                           “Hosanna in the Highest”                         CAMAROON Song 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                                    Diana Harrison                                                                                              
Leader: We gather wondering, 'Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?' 
People: We will find the Babe in the laughter of children, in the wisdom of 
  grandparents. 
Leader: We gather asking, 'where will we find the Child of Christmas?' 
People: We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope,  
  where the oppressed are set free. 
Leader: We gather wanting to know, 'where will we find the Christ who has come for 
  us?' 
People: We will find our Hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace, where 
  hatred is overwhelmed by love, where all people are                   
  overwhelmed by joy. 
 
*Hymn No. 56                                   “The First Nowell”                                         Blue Hymnal 
 
Call to Confession                                                                           Diana Harrison
                                
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
We search for your light, Star Caster, but too often end up settling for the 
dimness of temptation. Our motives for seeking to find Christ are not always 
pure, for we expect him to fulfill our desires, rather than your hopes for us. 
We want the gifts of wealth, health, success, fulfillment, rather than those of 
servanthood, of compassion, of peace.   Forgive us, Shaper of our lives, that 
we are so foolish to put our needs ahead of your grace.  

Help us to be like those wise people of so long ago, who found hope, instead of 
a destination; who found grace and gratitude; who found salvation,  instead of 
a sign. As we journey with your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, fill us 
with the light of your joy and love.  
Silence is kept for individual confession of sins 
Leader:   Amen 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                        Diana Harrison                                                                                       
Leader: Up, on your feet! Grace has been poured into our hearts, love has flooded our 
  souls, the light of hope shines in us. 
People: This is the light which has come to all, the light we will carry and 
  give to everyone we meet. Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
 
*Response of Praise                   “Glory Be to the Father”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

Joys and Concerns     
 
Pastoral Prayer   
                                                                                         
Congregational Sung Response       

    I am strength for all the despairing 
Healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 

All the blind will see; the lame will all run free, 
And all will know my name.   

Do not be afraid, I am with you. 
I have called you each by name. 

Come and follow me, I will bring you home; 
I love you and you are mine.   

   
Anthem                                                “Song of Simeon”                                                GIBBONS                                                                                                                  
 
Prayer of Illumination 
                                                                
First Reading                             Old Testament Lesson                                       Isaiah 60:1-6                                                                                                                
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading                New Testament Lesson                                Matthew 2:1-12                                 
 Leader:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church                   
 People:  Thanks be to God 
    
 


