
    

  *Response of Praise                                                         AVERY & MARSH     

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

  

 *Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

  Gracious and loving God.  We give to you out of gratitude for all the 

 ways that you show us your love and mercy.  Create generous hearts and 

 spirits within us so that out of abundance your love will be visible to the 

 world.  Amen.    

  

 *Hymn No. 354 Guide My Feet 

 

 *The Benediction  

                  

 *Postlude       

                         * * *               
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

 

Please remain for fellowship in the 

Family Room following worship. 

 

Our songs of praise were more 

joyful today because your voice joined ours- 

Please come again. 
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NNorthminster Presbyterian Church        
    Welcomes You to Worship 

   22nd Sunday                                     August 31, 2008                                    10:00 A.M. 

 Ordinary Time            The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 

  

 Gathering Music                  

 Welcome and Announcements  (pass attendance roster)  
 Prelude                                    

   

 *Call to Worship                                     Sally Asper             

 Leader: It took a miraculous fire to get my attention.  No loss of life.  No  

   burned-out homes.  No crowds to gawk and gaze.  It was a private  

   fire meant only for me.  “Come.” 

 People: “Here I am.” 

 Leader: “Not too close.  Remove your shoes.  This place is holy.” 

   God puts holy fire into our mouths to speak truth to power. 

 People: How long will bullies frighten children? 

 Leader: How long will “higher-ups” oppress the rank and file? 

 People: How long will drug dealers hook innocents? 

 Leader: How long will companies lose workers’ pensions? 

 People: How long will people die in senseless conflict? 

 Leader: As long as fire in holy places goes unnoticed. . . 

 People: And cool smoke rises where Christian passion once burned. 

   

 *Hymn No. 341 Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine! 

 

 *Call to Confession 

 Leader: Precious Lord, strip away the mask I wear during the week to  

   “get by.”  Lay my soul bare before you today.  Help me to  

   recognize genuine love.  Teach me the love that hates evil and 

   holds on to what is good.  Strip away the mask that holds my  

   emotions in check when I should share your love with someone. 

   Let me see the joy of giving to others.  Show me the power of  

   blessing those who persecute me.  Strip away “the mask that grins 

   and lies and lets the world think otherwise” about this child of  

   God.   (from “We Wear the Mask” by Paul Lawrence Dunbar)    

  

 *Silent Prayer of Confession   (use this time for personal confession to God) 

   

 *Words of Assurance 

 Leader: An altar, a pew, a seat on the bus, a kitchen table-- all become holy 

   places when we confess our sins to God.  Today, in this holy place, 

   God meets us, hears us and forgives us.  In this holy place, God 

   empowers us with genuine love to be shared with a hurting world. 

   In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

         

 *Response of Praise                                        AVERY & MARSH 

             Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost; 

        As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end.  Amen. 

        As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end.  Amen. 

       Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

   

 Joys and Concerns 

  

 Congregational Prayer Response 

   O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer,  

    When we call answer us. 

   O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer, 

    Come and listen to us.  

  

 Special Music  I Bowed on My Knees and Cried Holy                   

               

            Children’s Time and The Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)        

                                  

 First Reading                                         Matthew 16:21-28         

  Leader: The Word of the Lord                    People: Thanks be to God 

    

 Second Reading                    Exodus 3:1-15         

  Leader: The Word of the Lord                    People: Thanks be to God 

   

 Sermon         “An Unusual Call”                       Rev. Dwight McCormick II       

            

 *Hymn No. 525    Here I Am, Lord 

   

 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

  Offertory             

   

   

    


