
 All:  Rather than get lost in the wilderness of distractions, we will let the 

  music and the lights make us sensitive to the voice that is even now 

  calling our name.  We will listen for the Word in the words and even 

  in the noise. 

 One:  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah, Chapter 40, verses 1 to 11. 

 All:  In this season of hustle and bustle we are tempted to get frantic and 

  join the panic to shop our way into the holiday spirit. In this moment, 

  we resist that temptation and choose instead to be at peace with who 

  we are and where we are on this path. We will let this time prepare 

  us, and we will hear God’s call to be those who prepare the world. 

 One:  On this second Sunday of Advent we choose to be a peaceful presence 

  in this midst of a frantic season.  So, today, we light the second candle 

  as an act of preparation and call it Peace. 

 

 Sermon                                                                         Rev. Dwight McCormick II        

  

  *Hymn No. 10 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
  

 Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

   Offertory               “Away in a Manger”   

 

 *Response of Praise                         DOXOLOGY  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. Amen.   
                                                          

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 

  Gracious and loving God, we give to you out of gratitude for all the 

 ways that you show us your love and mercy.  Create generous hearts and 

 spirits within us so that out of abundance your love will be visible to the 

 world.  Amen.    

        

 *Hymn No. 280 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”  

  

 *The Benediction and Response              

                  

 *Postlude         

                         * * *               
                                       *Those who are able are invited to stand. 
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NNorthminster Presbyterian Church        
    Welcomes You to Worship 

  2nd Sunday                                      December 7, 2008                                   10:00 A.M. 

   of Advent                    The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 

  

 Gathering Music                  

 Welcome and Announcements  (pass attendance roster)  
 Prelude        “Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth”      ADVENT HYMN

 Introit                  “People Look East”                          

   

 *Call to Worship                       Psalm  85:1-2, 8-13       John Roberts 

 Leader: LORD, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of 

   Jacob. 

 People: You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their 

   sin. Selah 

 Leader: Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace 

   to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 

 People: Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his  

   glory may dwell in our land. 

 Leader: Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace  

   will kiss each other. 

 People: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness 

   will look down from the sky. 

 Leader: The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its  

   increase. 

 People: Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his  

   steps. 

 

 *Hymn No. 14 “Savior of the Nations, Come”   

  

 *Prayer of Confession (unison) 

  God of light, once again we approach the season of Advent unpre-

 pared.  We are not alert to your coming; we are too busy with preparations of 

 our own design.  We are exhausted by trying to do everything ourselves, and 

 cannot keep awake to watch for you.  Like your people of old, we do not call 

 upon your name, except to blame you.  Yet, you are our maker, and we are all 

 the work of your hand.  Forgive us and restore us.  Illumine our lives, that we 

 may be witnesses to your faithfulness.  Amen.     

   

 *Assurance of Pardon 

   Leader:   Hear the good news!  Who stands to condemn us?  Only Christ  

         and Christ died for our sins, Christ rose again from the grave,    

                                       and Christ forgives us from our sin and cleanses us from all  

                  unrighteousness. 

  People:  Thank you Jesus!  Amen.  

      

*Response of Praise                                                                                GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end, Amen, Amen. 

  

 Minute for Mission     “Heifer Project”                                     Dottie Good  

 

 Minute for Mission        “Christmas Joy Offering”                       BettyLou Graven         

   

  Joys and Concerns 
    

 Congregational Prayer Response 

   O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer,  

    When we call answer us. 

   O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer, 

    Come and listen to us.  

  

 Choral Anthem  “Carol Canon on Adeste Fideles”                          

                                           

            Children’s Time and the Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)         

                                

 New Testament Reading                          Mark 1:1-8

      Leader:  The Word of the Lord                   People:  Thanks be to God 

  

 Lighting of the Second Advent Candle                  Kris and Elise Spriggs

 One:  Advent calls us to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ.  All around us 

  people prepare for parties, dinners and presents.  These events could distract 

  us from the real reason for our anticipation.  On the other hand, they also  

  could prepare us; they could be the voice crying in a wilderness of  

  materialism:  “Prepare the way for the coming of what is really important.” 

 

 


