
 Celebration of Communion 

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

  One: The Lord be with you. 

  All: And also with you. 

  One: Lift up your hearts. 

  All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  One: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise . . . 

                . . .who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

   heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

   Hosanna in the highest.  

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

  One: You are holy, O God of majesty, . . . 

    . . . to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.  

               Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

  All: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life.  

   Lord Jesus, come in glory.   

  

 Communion of the People 

 Prayer 

  

 Blessing  
  One: Depart in peace, and take with you the certain knowledge 

   that God is always coming into the world.  

  All: We will seek God, not in a long ago stable or ancient manger, 

   but in the people we meet and the depths of our own hearts. 
  One: May the blessing of Christmas make you a blessing to others; 

   May the peace of the season pervade all that you do. 

  All: We will welcome the challenge of discipleship. 

   We will offer ourselves as God’s ministers. 

   We will go forth in hope, peace, joy, and love. 
  

        *Hymn No. 60    Silent Night 
  The bell choir begins the hymn. We will sing when the hand bell introduction stops and  

  the organ begins to play.  Please remember that the lighted candle remains upright, and  

  the unlighted candle is tipped to the flame.  Those with young children are asked to take  

  special care.  

 

 *Postlude 
* * * 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 
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NNorthminster Presbyterian Church        
Welcomes You to Worship 

December 24, 2008                                        

Christmas Eve 

5:00 P.M.                                       

A Service of Lessons and Carols 

The Reverend Dwight McCormick II, Pastor 

      

 Prelude Music                     

 

 *Hymn No. 41  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 Welcome and Opening Prayer 

  

 *Hymn No. 40   Joy to the World 

 

 First Lesson                            Genesis 1:26-38; 5:1b-2                            

                  God Blesses Humankind 

  

 Vocal Solo  I Am a Child of God           Madalyn Ahlstrom 

   

 Second Lesson           Genesis 9:8-17           

                             God Establishes the Covenant with Noah  

  

 Bell Choir   What Child Is This  

  

 Third Lesson                                                                        Isaiah 11:1–3a; 4a; 6–9 

     The Peace Christ Will Bring Is Foretold 
 

 Organ Solo    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear   

 

 Bell Choir  Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella 

 

 Fourth Lesson                                                                              Luke 2:1; 3–7                        

                           Luke Tells of the Birth of Jesus  
                    

   

   

          

 Choral Anthem   O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 Fifth Lesson                          Luke 2:8–16          

                 The Shepherds Go to the Manger 
 

 *Hymn No. 56   The First Nowell (with choral descant) 

 

 Organ/Piano Duet   Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 Sixth Lesson                               Matthew 2:1–12         

           The Wise Men Are Led by the Star 
 

 Piano/Cello Duet  We Three Kings of Orient Are                    Caity Valley 

 

 Seventh Lesson                         John 1:1–14         

                       The Mystery of Incarnation 

  

 The Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 One:  For weeks we have listened to obscure messages from ancient prophets. 

  In their words we have caught glimpses of the light that is promised.  Now, 

  though the wreath is ablaze and all the candles of anticipation have been lit, 

  still there is one last prophecy to hear. 

 All:  With eyes wide open, ears attuned and hearts unguarded, we gather  

  around the wreath one last time, longing to receive the Word within the 

  words. 

 One:  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah, Chapter 9, verses 2 to 7. 

 All:  This night these words are fulfilled in our hearing and in our living for 

  the promise of God has come to us. Our lives are the manger in whom 

  the Christ child is born. No longer do we seek light from another source;  

  now the light burns in our hearts and we become love’s lamp. 

 One:  So, we light the candle at the center of our wreath and our faith. 

  We light it in the name of the One who is the light and as Mary did so long 

  ago, we name this light Jesus. 

 

 Vocal Solo  O Holy Night                             David Ahlstrom 
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